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material, equipment (including reac-
tors), and components for nuclear re-
search and nuclear power production.
Norway has no nuclear power program,
and no current plans for establishing
one, but the proposed Agreement would
facilitate cooperation on such a pro-
gram if Norway’s plans change in the
future. Norway does have an active nu-
clear research program and the focus of
cooperation under the proposed Agree-
ment, as under the previous agreement,
is expected to be in the area of nuclear
research. The proposed Agreement
would not permit transfers of Re-
stricted Data, sensitive nuclear tech-
nology, sensitive nuclear facilities or
major critical components of such fa-
cilities.

The proposed Agreement would pro-
vide advance, long-term (pro-
grammatic) consent to Norway for the
retransfer for storage or reprocessing
of irradiated nuclear material (spent
fuel) subject to the Agreement to
France, the United Kingdom, or other
countries or destinations as may be
agreed upon in writing. The United
States has given similar advance con-
sent to various other partners, includ-
ing to Norway under the previous U.S.-
Norway Peaceful Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement that was in force from 1984
to 2014. The proposed Agreement would
give the United States the option to re-
voke the advance consent if it con-
siders that it cannot be continued
without a significant increase of the
risk of proliferation or without jeop-
ardizing national security.

The proposed Agreement will have a
term of 30 years from the date of its
entry into force, unless terminated by
either party on 1 year’s advance writ-
ten notice. In the event of termination
or expiration of the proposed Agree-
ment, key nonproliferation conditions
and controls will continue in effect as
long as any material, equipment, or
component subject to the proposed
Agreement remains in the territory of
the party concerned or under its juris-
diction or control anywhere, or until
such time as the parties agree that
such items are no longer usable for any
nuclear activity relevant from the
point of view of safeguards.

Norway is a non-nuclear-weapon
State party to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT). Norway has concluded a safe-
guards agreement and additional pro-
tocol with the International Atomic
Energy Agency. Norway is a party to
the Convention on the Physical Protec-
tion of Nuclear Material, which estab-
lishes international standards of phys-
ical protection for the use, storage, and
transport of nuclear material. It is also
a member of the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, whose non-legally binding
guidelines set forth standards for the
responsible export of nuclear commod-
ities for peaceful use. A more detailed
discussion of Norway’s domestic civil
nuclear activities and its nuclear non-
proliferation policies and practices is
provided in the NPAS and the NPAS
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classified annex submitted to the Con-
gress separately.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested depart-
ments and agencies in reviewing the
proposed Agreement and have deter-
mined that its performance will pro-
mote, and will not constitute an unrea-
sonable risk to, the common defense
and security. Accordingly, I have ap-
proved the proposed Agreement and au-
thorized its execution and urge that
the Congress give it favorable consider-
ation.

This transmission shall constitute a
submittal for purposes of both sections
123 b. and 123 d. of the Act. My Admin-
istration is prepared to begin imme-
diately consultations with the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and the
House Foreign Affairs Committee as
provided in section 123 b. Upon comple-
tion of the 30 days of continuous ses-
sion review provided for in section 123
b., the 60 days of continuous session re-
view provided for in section 123 d. shall
commence.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 14, 2016.
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GOVERNMENT OVERREACH ON
SMALL BUSINESSES

(Mr. CRAMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, in the
last few months more than 175 Mem-
bers of Congress from both parties and
both Chambers have expressed con-
cerns about the FCC’s proposed set-top
box rules. Even the Small Business Ad-
ministration has weighed in with con-
cerns about how these rules could bur-
den small operators.

Last month, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. SCHRADER) and I authored a
bipartisan letter signed by 59 of our
colleagues that says, in part: ‘‘the pro-
posal threatens the economic welfare
of small pay-TV companies providing
both vital communications services to
rural areas and competitive alter-
natives to consumers in urban mar-
kets.”

Mr. Speaker, if continued innovation
in the video industry is the goal, then
this proposed rule is the wrong direc-
tion. In fact, it is estimated that this
rule could cost up to a million dollars
or more per system. Now, a million dol-
lars may not be a lot to a big company,
but to most of the companies in rural
North Dakota, it could be the dif-
ference between staying in business or
going out of business.

I also have strong concerns that the
proposed rules are outside the Commis-
sion’s legal authority. Instead of get-
ting into another lengthy legal battle
with Congress, I urge Chairman Wheel-
er and the FCC to drop these proposed
rules because of the harm it could in-
flict on small rural operators.

H3805

NATIONAL RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE YOUTH TOUR

(Mr. ROKITA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize more than 1,800
youth from 47 States across America
visiting our Nation’s Capital this week
as part of the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Youth Tour. This trip is a
tradition that has continued for over 50
years.

Mr. Speaker, the goal of the tour is
to bring together students from all
walks of life to attend meetings with
their Senators and Representatives to
ask us questions and witness the legis-
lative process firsthand. I just came
from a meeting with those from Indi-
ana, and they had excellent questions
of me, and we had a great discussion.

These students are all sponsored by a
local electric cooperative in which the
student is a member or an associate
member. This year, 34 of Indiana’s 38
electric cooperatives have sponsored a
total of 82 students for the trip. I am
proud that many of them reside in my
district.

I want to thank America’s electric
cooperatives, and specifically those
from Indiana, for working with the Na-
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation to support and sponsor this op-
portunity for the next generation of
young leaders.

———

EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. AL GREEN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to thank the leadership
on both sides of the aisle for extending
the time tonight. I am very grateful to
the staffs who have helped us with the
preparation for this evening’s activi-
ties.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be here
this evening for many reasons. One of
the reasons has to do with today being
a very special day. Today is Flag Day.
Flag Day is a day for us to honor the
flag of the United States of America,
which is one of the reasons I am wear-
ing my flag tie. I want people to know
that I am proud to be an American, and
I am proud to honor the flag and to sa-
lute the flag. Flag Day is a date that
we honor the flag for its adoption back
on June 14, 1777.

I say the Pledge of Allegiance to the
flag, and I say it proudly. I say it
proudly because it means something to
me—each word means something to
me—to pledge allegiance to the flag of
the United States of America, and to
the Republic for which it stands, one
nation under God, indivisible, with lib-
erty and justice for all.

“With liberty and justice for all”’ are
words of great importance tonight, and
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